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concrete, electronic noise...
sometimes within the space
of one song. The thread that
holds these disparate styles
together is Thirlwell's twisted
personality. Waeky, dis-
turbed, violent, and unpre-
dictable are just some of the
ways you could describe the
themes in his music.
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thought that it was really cool to stick this bie-band
track in the middle of what's supposed to be an
"Industrial” album.

JT: Thanks. Actually, after this tour my pipe dream
is to put together a 25-piece big band. I've done a
lot of stuff along the lines of "Slung,” way more than
an album's worth, ‘that 1 want to play live with an
actual big band. I'd like to do two nights only and
record it for a live album, and maybe make it a four
camera shoot, too. It'll be thrown out as sort of a
stop-gap album, but I've still got to work out the
cost. The thing that's gonna kill me is the union
rates for all those people.

Smug: Inan old interview you said you were aspir-
ing to make the ultimate pre-apocalyptic album. Do
you think you've made it yet?

JT: | think I'm a walking envisionment of that.
[grin] [long pause] That must be a really old quote.
Smug: The interview was from 198s.

JT: My work is more about a personal apocalypse.
And in that light I think this work [Gash] is almost
like it's in the middle of the fucking mushroom
cloud. Maybe the next album will be post-apoca-
lyptic. This one I think is in the middle of the mush-
room cloud, emotionally. Although... it is catchy.
It's got a beat... And I can dance to it! [grin]

Smug: What made you go into music as opposed to
any other art form? Were you driven to make
music or was it something you found that you just
happened to be good at?

JT: Yeah, my dad drove me and he dropped me off,
"Here ya go son!" [laughs] As long as I can remem-
ber I've been immersed in music, a total music-
aholic and art-aholic. I'm sort of a sponge for dis-
parate muses. | don't necessarily have to like some-
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[ bsorb it. I'm not that well versed in a lot
of genres that [ ve pummeled pillaged, but it’s
appropriate for whatever \'m trying to put across ar
that point in time. I'm as influenced by a TV com-

- mercial as | am by Bob Dylan. 1was transcribing the
' lyrics for the lyric sheet and, apart from the fact

that it depressed the fucking hell out of me ‘cause
it's a real document of my life, | noticed there were
like six quotes from TV commercials. My new
obsession is this new ad for Dunkin Donuts with all
the people staring at the new coffee. So that is as
big as an influence on me as a bum on the street. |

e absorb everything and wring out the sponge onto

tape. | try and create from as pure and as deep.
place as possible. | create in a vacuum that 1
impose upon myself when I'm recording. | have a
total embargo on listening to other people's music.
I didn’t listen to any music for four months when 1
was recording this album.

Smug: You didn't want any outside influences then?
JT: Yeah. [ kind of influence myself and I build from
a deeper place

Smug: Any favorite bands that you wanna plug?
JT: Halcion. They're a torally amazing four-piece
out of New York City. They're like two guitars, bass,
drums, amazing lead singer. The sound like a cross
between King Crimson, Helmet, P] Harvey... but
they sound exactly like Halcion -They're fucking
great. Ultra-Bidet. They're a Japanese three-piece
based in New York They just signed with
Alternative Tentacles and they've got an EP out and
an album coming. Them and Halcion are just the
most amazing fucking bands in New York rlL;ht now.
In fact I'm touring with them .

, Forgot about that.
[laughs]



