mwanaland, the name given o the

= e anddmass cxastings on earth prior
0 comtimental drift, brought together
\xia 2. Europe and Australacia -
and meow ith the ethiral anarchy of
punk and 3 Colding-like yrimiﬁvimn the
same s beng done by music, From the
sy —‘r*':'*' of ‘Radio Raheem’ tn the
""'"'4 rooning of ‘T Will Love You
Alwans (Wild Irish Rose)’, it speaks of
Doth the wealth and the harmonious
ncoeesence of earih’s cultural mix. Frery
Amerseable instrument is heard on this
afbum, every rhythm, every mode, every
noo-mesical <ound Walking bass and
1277 Jrems introduce the first track
Juilombo!” whereas pipe organ,
xviophone church bell, typewriter and
Ting fly conclude the strangely
Seal track ‘Homeo'. In between
2 =vmphony in four movemeni<’
alled The Bowel of Beelzebuly', which
e the epic grandeur of motion
picimre music to a crawling,
claustrorhoiae dub of alonal strings onto
Turkish bazaar buskers and Sronsh
< Tach of the fourteen tracks is a
agment And vet the atbum
L= a river, drawing
with an exhilarating
$tv. I defy you to

fined o amothier record with

g
-

the yersify of
Gondscamaland’, its power
foshew et vec, ite branty.

\re there any real

musiciams plaving? Very
rrobably. Steroid
= i< the latest tag of
rwell talias Clint
m Faeius, and all
tho<e ather bands with the
t Tostus” in the title).
“ollabvrating here with cult
hern Don Fleming amongat
nthers Thirwell has created
:ondwanaland’ almost
entirels from samples - of
¢. of harmonica
a Clhiunese rither...
mav be standing
! permassion on the
choulders of hundreds of
people whe “really know
vt rlav bt that for me
makes his album no less
astore<lung Fqually superb
he slecse on the {rong-
sphics: on the hack,

s

. ™ wrams. Albim

o the v oar Tystienfedy,
canafand isx the

lwering of digital

ecimology, and rts scent is

ragrant, exotic and strong

Dr Faustus

Steroid
Maximus

GONDWANALAND (Rig Cat)

PLEASE’, | hear ';uukrrv, ‘not another
complicated record!” But really it's very
simple

You must have read Lord of the Flies
trv Inagining there's a new film verston,
and that it needs a brilliant new
soundtrack The music must concey the
stirring conflict of excitement and despair
of thirty voung bovs when thev crach on
1 deserted island. It must express the
valnerability of Piggy, the humane
svmpathy of Ralph, and the ferocious,
primitive brutality of Jack. It must
conjure up the tall mountain, the wild
green forest, the burning sun and the
limitless hlue ocean, Aboave ail, it mus!
disconcert you with ils range of monds
and cultural influences, just as the boys in
the boak weiken into barbarism, through
the fractiousness of their dilferent
versions of civilization. And finally, as
Colding did.in his famous ending
through the dumb reaction of the naval
officer, it must reflect an tromic disbeliof
in e own aubjert maiter,




