Scandinavianaccentsaddto
thesenseofapopera
unmoored fromitstimeand
place, and reconfiguredinto
one coherentrecord with
€ool precision. NICKHASTED

LIAM FINN

Il Be Lightning

YEPROC

Fkk

Kiwi chip off the old block
does DIY with flair

The modestly engaging first
soloalbumfromthe 23-year-
oldson of Crowded House’s
Neil Finn boasts the wistful
melodiousness - if notthe
existential weightiness - of
Dad’smusic.Inone
sequence, Liamsprays
“Lead Balloon” with ratty
guitardistortion, strumsand
“ahhhs” hisway through the
pastoral “Firein Your Belly”,
channels Harry Nilssonon
the multi-tracked acappella
“Lullaby” and wails on his
detuneddrumsinthe
rollicking acousticnumber,
“Energy Spent”. His
willingness toscribble over
the pretty surfaces of his
songs bringsabristlingedge
to his Beatlesque pop,
twistingthe familiarinto
intriguing new shapes.
BUDSCOPPA

FOETUS
Vein

ECTOPIC/BIRDMANCD

“Reimaginings” of
Foetus’ LoveLP

Instead of the usual
dancefloor makeoversa
remixalbumimplies, Foetus
man Jim Thirlwell has
commissionedafinely
judged coterie of electronic
puffersand tweakersto
meddle with his parts. Most
inventiveare Jason Forrest,
who converts “Not Adam”
intothunderous pomp-
orchestral breaks; Matmos
shakingthe percussion out
of “Not In Yr Hands”; and
Tom Recchion, who puts
several of the original tracks
intoadigital crucible.
Laptoppers Fenneszand
Tujiko Noriko wringsome
harmonic poignancy out of
“Pareidolia”and “Don’'t
Want Me Anymore”. Thirlwell
does himself over on “Mon
Agonie Douce”, withamid-
Europeanaccordion lurch.
ROBYOUNG

FRISKAVILIOR
Bravo!

CRYINGBOB

1. 0.2.8.¢
Would-be heartbreak
album finds happy-go-
lucky momentum
You might expect
mournfulness. Joakim
Sveningssonand Daniel
Johansson bonded over
break-ups with girlfriends
andavowtowriteand
record onlywhendrunk,and
inStockholm, drunktends to
mean morethantipsy. Yet
| foralltheirintentionsto
capture desperationand

bitterness, Bravo!isa
decidedly upbeat affair,
buoyantenoughtosidestep
genrerutswithtingling,
spirited energy. Sure, there
arel'm-so-lonely themes,
butthe acoustic purityand
boyishness ofthe LPseems
tosuggest thatultimately,
thereare plenty morefishin
the sea. cHRrISROBERTS

GOLDENBOY
Underneath The Radio

SPLITRECORDS

Jokok

Second from
accomplished US
journeymen

If youcanjudgeanartist by
the company they keep, then
it'snosurprise that this
Californian duo’s stock-in-
tradeisalt.popofthe
sweetly mournful, gently
chimingand sun-glazed
variety. Guitarist/vocalist
ShonSullivanhasserved
time with Elliott Smith
(whonicknamed him
“Goldenboy™), Johnny Marr,
and Eels, and the spirits of
Smithand Morrisseyloomso

. large overthesesongs

(particularly, the hushed
“I'm Still Down™ and
“Motorbike”) they'renotso
much homages asacts of
cravenworship. Goldenboy
areafinesongwritingteam,
butthey'd shine brighterif
theyavoided their tribute-
acttendencies.

SHARON O'CONNELL

s

JONNY GREENWOOD
There Will Be Blood 0ST

NONESUCH

Yokok
Secondsoundtrack from
Radiohead man
Fromhisinitial roleas

\ guitarist, Jonny Greenwood

hassincetakenonaroleas
all-purpose envelope pusher
for Radiohead - anavigator
toThom Yorke's Captain.
Provider of manyaspooky
ambience aswell ashisshare
ofthe band’s minor key
arpeggios, it'sthistackhe
pursuesascomposer -he
doesn't play - of thisscore
for PT Anderson’'s new
movie. Here, there’s plenty
of dramaand glumness -the
most fitting reference points
onthelikesof “Open Spaces”
areclassical composers

like Shostakovich, as, with
Greenwood at the controls,
the BBC Concert Orchestra
dotheir thing. Anderson’s
movieshaveastrong
relationshipwith music-
this may yet provide quitea
fewalarms, evensome
SUrPriSES. JOHNROBINSON

Il comingtogether?

{ The Royal Marines were

i and suddenly 30 menwith
f gunswouldappearonthe

Do You Like Rock Music?

| ROUGH TRADE

 Eccentricindie-rockers ask the big questions

They’ve staged concerts on the Scilly

Isles,onboarda Mersei/ ferryand

downa Cornishslate mine. Since

2005's Open Season they’ve released a

| splitsingle with The Wurzels and

| attempted alive collaboration with

| Krautrock curmudgeons Faust that

| ended with bassist Neil Wilkinson

| getting punched in the face by one of

| hissupposed collaborators.

| BritishSea Powerareliterally ona
different map tomost of their

| contemporaries. Behind the silly title
of their third albumis a serious quest
for the essence of rock music - and
naturally British Sea Power aren’t
searching foritin the backstage toilets
ofthe London Astoria buton the dark
slopes of mighty Helvellyn. Notsince
Julian Cope have musicians worked
so hard to equate rock with rocks.

Aided by Graham Sutton of

vaporous post-rockers Bark
Psychosis, BSP have summoned a
typhoon of swooshing sonics to
bolster their biting guitars. The

1 awesome elemental racket of “Lights
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| UNCUT: Yourecordedin

Montreal, Cornwall and
Prague. Wherediditstart

WILKINSON: When we were
recording by ourselves at
Fort Tregantle in Cornwall.

i horizon. We got some great

. recordings of Chinook

. helicopters. Originally we
were planningondoinga
series of live Krautrockjams | JerryLeeLewis... Rock
-thealbumturnedoutvery | musicisindangerof dying

far from that, but we hope it
still conveys the adventure
4 doingtheir exercisesnearby : wehad recordingit.

' Howarewemeantto
. interpret thealbumtitle?

. Out For Darker Skies” matches
I Arcade Fire for pompand
circumstance. When a twinkling
celestial choir pipes upat the end of
instrumental “The Great Skua”it'sa
successful attempt tomuscle onto
Sigur Ros’ glacier.
Strip away the raging atmospherics
though, and the milieu is still stodgy
indierock, with BSP’s old debts to Joy
Divisionand Echo & The Bunnymen
remainingunpaid. Atleastthe
expansive lyrical concerns of the
Wilkinson brothers area source of
fascination. “HSNI killed awild swan/ It
was akind ofomen of everythingtocome”
runs the opening line of “Canvey
' Island” - only BSP could turn the bird
! flupanicintoa pensive estuary elegy.
. Thisband still lack a “Wake Up” ora
 “Float On” but Do You Like Rock Music?
isexhilarating initsambition, full of
| songs that will warm the cockles at
| whichever National Heritage site they
« choose to play next.

SAMRICHARDS

»uncut.co.uk for more on British Sea Power

! It’'s meant to be funny, but
! wealsowanted to

! emphasise our appreciation
' of The Stooges, Julian Cope,

! out. It's hecome feebler and

! incapable of giving purpose
to the world. So we thought
we'd have ago at expanding
its remit. INTERVIEW:SAMRICHARDS
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