JiM G. THIRLWELL is the
master of the re-mix,
often taking songs into
utterly amazing, totally
unrecognisable territory.
- JAMES SHERRY talks

, to the man on the eve of

J.G. Thirlwell, aka Clint Ruin, aka

Foetus Inc, aka Steroid Maximus and a
million other .
side projects, is
the original
studio hermit.
" Forget Al
Jourgenson and
his (Ehicaso
Wax Trax crew,
J.G. Thirlwell has brought new meanmg to the
term “not so much a studio as a way of life” by
shelling himself up within the enclosed walls of
his personally-built studiosand heading at hish
speed down a one way road called ‘creativit:
Christ, this man’s got it in his blood, Thi
month not only sees the return of Jim’s

Maximus, but has also seen him find the time to
ut together what could quite possibly be (for

~ dangerously fucked-up creation Steroid

want of a better name) the ultimate alternative
grunge compilation. Titled ‘Mesomorph
Enduros’, it brings together the ground-

7 _breaking sounds of Cop Shoot Cop, The

Jesus Lizard, Tad, Melvins, Pain Teens
among ofhers and acts as a peffeét introduction
to the wonderful world of ultra-noise! Ixm
tells it as it is: -
“Big Cat Records were talkmg ab(}ut ,

_ putting together a compilation of American

bands and I kept saying to them ‘well, s0 and so
should be on there, etc. etc.’ until they finally

~ just said to me ‘well, why don’t you just put it

together?” . I contacted all the bands I wanted to
be involved and chose the songs — some of
which were especially recorded for the album

iand about half which were prevmus&y 7
,unreieased It’s taken a while to put together

but I reckon it’s a good cmss-sectlon of what’s
happening now.” wem
Could this be the uItlmate Th:rlwell,‘“
compllatmn tape? Is this your ideal companion
~ for those long }mlrne:ys; -
whilst on tour? .

,\ “Yeah, you cnum say

=< that” cackles Jim down the
. rapidly diminishing phone
line. “If I were going to
make a compilation tape o
2o on the road with, then
this is what it would be. There are a lot of good:
bands around at the moment, but I'm not trying

_ to document everything that’s happening right
~ now. I really have n;) idea what's gning onin

. and feund the place a httle depressmg to say
~ the Jeast. A reflection of his lack of knowledge

i
in England at the moment,
for instance, which
 is why there are no English
bands on the compilation.”

“I've done my time there. I lived s for
ﬁve years and when I left, 1 feIt like I'd gﬁtf&m&




Do the arUSts ever give you any strict (or
not o) strlct) guldelmes to follow, or is it a

o rather see stuff like
the vast majo ty of the shit that normally

~ we have the
“Blindly.. g




