the Convent meets a god among
. men A.K.A. Jim Thirwell

The A.K. A 's could go on forever: A K. A, Clint Ruia, Philip
Toss, Karl Satan, Scraping Foetus off the Wheel, Foetus-Ari-
Terrorism o aame 4 fow, wurking as constantly as fus same
chasges. He's busy at the mement completing & perticclarly great
album with Roli Mosimamn, Koll's ar ex-Swar, one in fact that
contributed to the amaning HEAVY drum ad the Swans were
(are) tamous for, Equally amasing & HNEAVY (s the sound that he
and Clint get an Wiseblood, When, you may be asking yourself,
will this amazing album be avallable?

Jim: Hopefully, it'l]l come out, it's plasned to come sut late
summer,, .. Like all my rel es getr put back and dack so it's
projected forthen but (t's ondy, we've still got work to do on it,
4 tracks to mix, quite a lot to record.

C: And that's with Roli and Norm (Westherg- & Swan|?

Jim: Well Norm only plays on 1 track, We might be bringing
in some other people, I've got a few people in mind that | wast
to work with, [ want to kind of think the people I've got in mind
and maybe tailor tracks 10 what they're best at and sort of work
the way that | want 10 use them so (t']] be more closely collabor-
ative,

C: You were walkiog darlier about recording while you're here
in L. A,

Jim: We're golng 10 be recording 4 song Tuesday at this place
with as incredible live reom, a buge live room, gonna have S
drummers all playing the same beat. It's called Stinkfist.

Stinkfiet was originally & Clist Rein/ Lydia Lunch cellaboration
recently expanded 10 inclode & 5 plece "drum corp” comprised of
Cliff Martines (Red Hot Chili Peppers), Spit Stix (Fear), Dua
Boneb 1X), & guy d Neil, and a guy whose name [dos't
know (sorry).




Az well as working with Lydia and Reli, Jim has worked with
Coil on their great album " Scatology'', Nurse with Woand, Swans
on their beat album "Cop', Finsturzende Neubauten, and Sonic
Youth, He's done live performances with Lydia, Nick Cave and
Mare Almand under the guise of " The Immaculate Consamptive'.
He's done the soundtrack and appeared in the sotoricus Richard
Kera filmm "Right Side of my Brain" and popped up in some very
anlikely places including Orahge Juice and The The albums, and at
Soft Cell's very memorable L, A, shows as well as a one off with
Marc Almond under the name "Bruise N Chain'',

Jim: Bruise N Chain waas a thing we just did once, it was this
small set we did supporting Cabaret Voltaire at this gig. We did
about 4 songs and it was really impromptu, one of the songe
was just we just got like a walkman and just went (sound sDap-
ping fingera) and that was the backing track and Marc sang this
song over {t and [ played this really awful guitar and that was

just ance.

“In some canes the collaborations go further than playing on or
producing an album, take Einsturzende Neabautes for instance;

Jim: Neubauten, I worked with them quite extensively a long
time ago..... 4

C: You helped them put out Stratagies Againet Architecture?

Jim: Yeah, Isaw them is Borlin and it was absolutely amazing
00 fantastic that [ really wanted to do sormething with thern, just ;
like make aure their records got released, get themn over to
England and stuff so we talked about it and originally I wanted to
re-release "Durstiges Tier' as 5 12 '+ Tcouldn't got a license, in
England, but then we decided to instead do thix compilation LP
like a new production and etuff as the [at Bridoh release and
then while we ware working on getting that together Some Blzarre
asked me to bo on their label and I said yeah if they signed
Neubauten ax well an like a provise which they didn't mind at
all. Then Some Bizarre decided they didn't want to release that
compliation record, they wanted to do a fresh thing, which we

Jim: Basically it's our (Clint/ Lydial project. the original
recording of it waa I played the drums and we hoth improvised
vocala and performed over the top of it 8o it was llke conceived
as a backing track. It was originally intended we were gonsa play
Lt with Neubauter but that did'nt come off, bat we recorded it
together, then about & months later we sort of expanded it into
an entire set, different xapects of the same theme and live it was
us improvieing. We did that at the end of '83, we just wanted to
document this and release iton a 12, It's gonna have the 1at
version on the one side and this new Stinkfiat on the other.

Ci Are there plans for any more Stinkfist projects?

Jim: We did all these other songs one of which was “Stumbo "
the original version of "Stumbo'’ which then became a Wiseblood
song, and thea became another Wiseblood song, so we recorded
it 3 times. There was a few others but they were moreking of
rhythmic atmospheres that got built up and we had thin guy CLiff
(Martinez} play over the top too and used a lot of basically found
good sounding stuff to hit - kind of a similar idea to the Creeps,
Just left atrall of wreckage behind. A gig we played in Portland
was really geod - that was like the last date, it was pretty wild,
It was in & church and it was really badly promoted because the
ariginal venue fell through on the day of the show then they changed
it to this church but they did'nt even put up signs saying where it's
been moved to. 5o the audience ended up invading the stage and
CLff got put in one of his drumas and then the police came 50 we Just
ran out the back door while the batting practice broke out. That
was pretty chaotia,

C: INd you have to leave all your atuff thore?

Jim: Well it waa just stuff we were gonna leave anyway, we
didn't really travel with much. It just ended up that the police

came because they had reports of 2 woman being tortured inaide,




weore working an ao we took it to Mute in the end. It was originally
gonna be on a label that I net up called HARDT which was ah...
bt that fell through, never released anything on Hardt just got
some stationary, that was the only release.

C: Are there any plana to do any more collaborative live shows
or band type projects?

Jim: [ conatantly have eatertained the thought bat it's & matter
of finding the right people for it really and I'm really selective
about who it should be. bat it's not inconceivable that it could
happen. ....very scon actually. I'd lixe something grungy. really
grungy,.., There's good points and bad points about it, I mean it's
a matter of whether you respect the other person's input or not,
whether you trust them with the whole thing [ mean
hard to collaborate on projects. [ wouldn't say I wax necensarily
good to work with,

C: Then again you've worked with so many other people...

Jim: I don't know, i like working with & lot of diveras peaple,

ad it gu

C: After your last L. A, visit {in '85) there was something
called "Stream of Conciousness Man'', what was that al

Jim: That'a something [ aspire to , that's something 14
while..... I wish I was a Stre ness Man. it's like
the oppos baes, the op
['m a total neu 30 I'm the exact appe
Man which is very unfortunate, I'm just

rotic and at the momem
ite of the Stream of Con-
ag both

ciousne

mides of the same coin,

SAY WHAT J MEAN AND &

What was the deal with the Helstiaki Jail 8785 notes on the
Nail LP?

aee what's going on, [ like seeing how other people work and
stuff.

C: Weore you wver in a4 "band" as opposed to working with
other people ?

Jirn: I was in a band before Fo o atuff but we never. Pt
hated being Iin & band just because it's such a drag carrying
equipment around, rehearsing, baving to put up with their lousy
(deas, you xnow, democracy....

C: Trying te find sameone that thinks on the same level?
oah exactly and bearable human beings, that's a con-
Aumung process.

If you were lucky snough to catch Scraping Foetus off the Wheel's
live show this time around you were able to see that the Jack of a
live band does not burt the performance at all, For somoeone like
Jim Thirwell it could be more of a problem to get a band to try and
get the sound he achieves on backing tapea. Of course, the tapen
are all Feotus, This show was a visual onslaught as well, lots of
smoke, strobes and pigheads:

Jim: [ gueas | did the visuala for the show, it was like we went
and got the pigheads from Farmer John's and # them and [

id the lighting design and taught the lighting guys what to do, got
the amoke machines and someone to operate that, [ also got inte
hiring 6 extra ACL's which is alrcraft landiag (dightal a 2 strobea
to sort of set it off cavae [ kaow exactly how [ want it to look each
time =0 ['m getting better at working out asd communicating
exactly what extras I'll need and shit like that. I like to uae aa

few colors au possible wo it's like mainly white on white. 1 think

it ahould definitely blind the audience.




Jim: That was to clarify a lot of those concepts and stuff
There's a lot of other writing and 1 had to expasd on the whole
thing . juet draw all the things together,.,. I wanted to make
clearer the thread going through and discuss the natare of
oppression and stuff, It was very irenic bocaune it was writtes
injail in Helsinki. It was a big mistake because there was &
gram of speed in this pack of contracts that [ had which I didn"t
know, it was there and it must've been in there for about a year
or something 30 [ had the contracts with me g0 they found it and
I didn't know it waa there and ] was horrified it was just a big
stupid mistake, I don't know, it was totally unintentional and
they sort of... I was just saying what a mistake it was and they
believed 1ae but they had to preas charges, It was like on the
frant page of the newspaper ' ROCKSTAR ARRESTED",

I'M COD, I'M JESUS, I'M SATAN

C: On the album "Nail'' there's a song about Manson and the
Family (DI1 -9026), it seoms that many people are interested in
the Family these days,

Jiro: It's not so much & comment on Manson as comment on
commants on Manson but [ mean ['m as intereated an the next Buy
but I kind of think a lot of what's built up about it really is a bit
laughable [ mean the whole hype, and people....I can't find it
weird when they've got some peaple wearing Manson teshirta and
stuff you know it's like, JESUS, For a while in London a few yeara
Ago everyone was wearing Manson t-shirts there it was just aa
fanny, cause they're all such fucking wimpe, it's just like this pone
1 mean it's ridiculous,

So all I gotta say is -
PEOPLE WHO ACT A5 DICKS MUST EXPECT TO BE TREATED
AS SUCH « SUFFOCATE or VEGETATE or ANNIHALATE or
DECIMATE -~ THE TWO MOST DESTRUC TIVE EMO TIONS ARE
FEAR AND GUILT - NO REMORSE » NO FEAR , NO GUILTI111
PASS ME ANOTHER NAIL?!1!

Evocation ~ § 10-27-85 415.2 pc.

DAMAGE TO JAIL PROPERTY:. Every person who maliciously Injures or destroys il property of the City of Whittier
People of the Stafe of Calilornia seeking support by any one interested in knowing
CAUTION vs. Znv fZilure ic 2ppearinihe eveni| zm;:lplren:::;d outsios TOAD PRESSE 86
RECEIPT OF 10% BAIL DEPOSIT the s * PROPERTY: The reverss side of this
Convent/Movement Caforniz. A GREEMENT TO APPE ARIissublecttoafinect AND
MM.MR&NM“M All equipment confiscated in the Oct. 26, 85
police action involving Convent [NSTRUCTIONS TO THE PRISONER
$10,00.00 or Imprisonment In the stato prison membersRE| FEASE AGREEMENT [Laughs]
APPEARANCE BOND for up 1o five years, or both. (ef. Sec. 4484, 606 and 4600 of State Penai Code.
has finally been returned afterBA || DEPOSI|T RECEIP T yousnd is your receipt:

| 2!s2 2grez nct 1o lezve Czlifomiz(415 music) a harassing amount of time -
We are currently preparing to take action FQOR M_]SDEMEANPRS ONLY
WHEN BAIL SET without first obtaining the couri's permission IS MMORE THAN $150)
against our persecutors, anc | waive exirzoition now for manipulating true-to-life sounds



